THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

Basle, the Genevese potentates, being well served by their
spies, had learned how dangerous a challenge to their
authority was about to be issued by Castellio. They
struck instantly, and struck hard. Terrible, under such
conditions, is the preponderance of a State organization
as against an isolated individual. Calvin, who had com-
mitted the atrocity of burning Servetus alive because
Servetus differed from him upon doctrinal points, was
able, thanks to the one-way working of the censorship, to
defend his atrocious deed unmolested; whereas Castellio,
who wanted to protest in the name of humanity, was
refused a hearing. True, the town of Basle had no
reason for forbidding a free burgher, who was also a
professor at the university, to engage in a literary
polemic; but Calvin, a master tactician, pulled his wires
skilfully. He worked through diplomatic channels. An
official protest was made, not by Calvin as private
citizen, but by the town of Geneva, against Castellio's
proposed attack on "doctrine." Consequently the Town
Council and the University of Basle were confronted with
a painful choice; either they must abandon the cause of a
free author, or else must maintain that cause in opposi-
tion to one of the mightiest of the federal States. As
almost always happens, might prevailed over right,
power over morality. It would be better, thought the
prudent town councillors of Basle, to sacrifice an indivi-
dual than to run their heads against a wall, so they issued
a prohibition against the publication of any writings
which were not strictly orthodox. This edict made it
impossible for Castellio to publish his Contra libellum
Calvini; and enabled Calvin to exclaim gleefully: "// va
bien que les chiens qui aboient derriere nous ne nous peuvent
mordre"

Even as Servetus had been silenced by blazing faggots,
so now was Castellio silenced by the censorship; and once
again "authority" was maintained by terror. Castellio's
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